
MA in Medical Anthropology alumni  

 

Tanvi Avasthi: MA in Anthropology with a concentration in Medical Anthropology. She later 
earned a Master’s in Nursing, a dual Master's in Midwifery and Women's Health Nurse 
Practitioner specialties, and she is a board-certified Midwife and Women's Health Nurse 
Practitioner. Tanvi is the owner of Baltimore Community Midwives and adjunct faculty in the 
Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing where she teaches about social determinants of 
health, psychosocial case management, and challenging ethical considerations with a focus on 
social justice and preventive care.  

 

 

Carla Pamela Blauveldt: MA in Anthropology with a concentration in Medical Anthropology 
(2009). Carla is senior director of Global Programs for VillageReach, Nairobi County, Kenya. 
She supports VillageReach’s cross-organizational program quality, leads the Transitioning Well 
(Sustaining Innovation) work, and oversees programs in East and Southern Africa. 

 

 

Julia Friederich: MA in Anthropology with a concentration in Medical Anthropology. After earning 
an MS in Physician Assistant Studies at Shenandoah University in Virginia, Julia worked in a DC 
non-profit serving people affected by pulmonary hypertension and then for five years in 
emergency medical services at several area hospitals. She moved back to the South to be 
closer to family, mountains, and Dolly Parton and now works at Clinica Medicos.   

 

 

Kimberly Hawley: MA in Anthropology with a concentration in Medical Anthropology. An 
International Board Certified Lactation Consultant, she is a holistic sleep coach, lactation 
consultant, peaceful parenting educator, and the owner of Intuitive Parenting. Kim helps tired 



parents combine developmental knowledge with their intuition to improve family sleep. Her 
specialty is holistic, responsive sleep support for babies, toddlers, and nursing families.  

 

 

Robin Kupriewicz: MA in Anthropology with a concentration in Medical Anthropology (2016). 
Robin is clinical trials director at Georgetown University Huntington's Disease Care, Education, 
and Research Center. She leads the implementation of clinical trials and observational studies 
for Huntington's disease, oversees study budgets, assesses the financial sustainability of clinical 
trials, and analyzes Center finances in relation to staff workload.  

 

 

Matthew LeDuc: MA in Anthropology with a concentration in Medical Anthropology (2010). Matt 
is director of grants and evaluation at Guardian Angel Settlement Association in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  

 

 

Cecily Pilar Maroquin: MA in Anthropology with a double concentration in Medical Anthropology 
and International Development (2013). Cecily is a software engineer with GoodRx and earlier 
worked as a non-clinical healthcare professional.  

 



 

Juan Thomas Ordóñez: MA in Anthropology with a concentration in Medical Anthropology 
(2004) and a PhD in Medical Anthropology from the University of California Berkeley (2010). 
While at GW, he was a recipient of a Cotlow Student Research Award that supported fieldwork 
in Colombia on traditional healing practices. Thomas is associate professor at the Universidad 
del Rosario, Bogotá Colombia. In 2024-2025, he was a visiting scholar at the Institute for 
Advanced Studies at Princeton. He is the author of Jornalero: Being a Day Laborer in the USA 
(University of California Press series in Public Anthropology, 2015), among other scholarly 
publications.  

 

 

Jessica Sinclair: MA in Anthropology with a concentration in HSS/Medical Anthropology (2022). 
Jessica is biomedical ethics research coordinator at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.   

 

 

Yuting Yin: MA in Anthropology with a concentration in Medical Anthropology. During her MA 
program, she received a Cotlow Student Research Award to do fieldwork in China on growing 
tourism in a Chinese town and attempts to preserve cultural heritage. She is a doctoral student 
in Anthropology at the University of California Davis where her research focus is on ecovillages 
in China. 
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