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Eastern Celts
Cunliffe Ch. 9
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The Roman invasion
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The occupied Celts
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Modern Celtic culture
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Modern perceptions of the Celts
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The Celts and modern politics
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Final thoughts
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Learning Objectives
* to learn something about Iron Age society in Europe, Britain, and Ireland
* to think about documents and archaeology and what each can tell us about the past
* to challenge assumptions about the interpretation of past identities
* to think about how archaeology affects modern society

Course Requirements:
This syllabus represents the basic framework of this class. However, I RESERVE THE RIGHT TO
CHANGE IT IF IT BECOMES NECESSARY. This would only happen if we get behind, or want to
pursue a topic for more time than I have allowed for that topic. You will get plenty of warning if I do
have to change the syllabus.
All of the reading listed in this syllabus is required. You are also responsible for anything which happens
in class. It will make this class both more interesting and more useful for you if you will PLEASE DO
THE READING. That will make it easier for you to enter discussions, which will be numerous in this
class.
You must take both exams and turn in the paper in order to pass the course. There are two exams, one
during the semester and the other on the date when the final exam is scheduled. Each will cover the
section of the course which precedes it; the second exam is not cumulative, except in the most general
sense. Each exam is worth 35% of your grade.

FAILURE TO APPEAR AT AN EXAM WITHOUT LETTING ME KNOW IN ADVANCE, WILL
GET YOU AN F ON THAT EXAM. If you must miss an exam, you will have until I hand back the
graded exams to make it up. This is usually about a week. If this becomes necessary, please see me as
soon as possible to arrange a time.
There is also a short paper for this course. The paper topic (explained in more detail at the end of the
syllabus) is intended to be a "thought" piece which asks you to consider some of the ideas about the
Celts and archaeology considered in this class. It should be no shorter than 5 pages, and no longer than
10 pages. It will be worth 30% of your grade. It is due IN CLASS on APRIL 16. YOU MAY ONLY
SUBMIT PAPERS BY E-MAIL IF YOU HAVE MADE PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS WITH ME TO DO
SO. I am not a printing service. Last minute submissions by e-mail without such arrangements will
not be accepted.

My office is Rm. 202 in 2112 G St., and my extension is 4-6075. You can also reach me by e-mail at
sjohnsto@gwu.edu. I will be available in my office on Wednesday 2-3:30 and Friday 11-12:30, if you
need to see me.

Academic integrity: All graded work must be completed in accordance with The George Washington
University Code of Academic Integrity, available online: http://www.gwu.edu/~ntegrity/code.html
Support for students outside of the classroom:
Disability Support Services (DSS). Any student who may need an accommodation based on the potential
impact of a disability should contact the Disability Support Services office at 202-994-8250 in the Marvin
Center, Suite 242, to establish eligibility and to coordinate reasonable accommodations. For additional
information, please refer to http://gwired.gwu.edu/dss/
University Counseling Center (UCC). The Counseling Center (UCC) offers 24/7 assistance and referral to
address students’ personal, social, career, and study skills problems. Services for students include: crisis
and emergency mental health consultations; and confidential assessment, counseling services (individual
and small group), and referrals. You can reach the UCC at 202-994-5300. For additional information,
please refer to http://gwired.gwu.edu/counsel/CounselingServices/AcademicSupportServices

PAPER ASSIGNMENT

The general theme of this course is how we go about identifying “peoples” in the ancient world, and
how that impacts modern societies. For the paper, what I would like you to do is to choose a topic which
elaborates this theme in some way. Some suggestions are:
Using a specific example from literature, movies, or other aspects of popular culture, discuss how
the Celts are portrayed in modern society. Is this portrayal reasonable? Use evidence from archaeology
and ideas about history to evaluate the accuracy of the depiction.
The Celts are not the only ancient peoples whose interpretation has impacted modern society.
Using an archaeologically known group from elsewhere (e.g. Minoans, Neandertals, or Aztecs), compare
the ways they are depicted or understood to those discussed for the Celts. Are they the same or different,
and what are the implications of this comparison?
How would the interpretation of the European Iron Age be different if the idea of the Celts had
never been invented? Using a specific example from archaeology, show how its interpretation is affected
by the presence and absence of the concept of the Celts.
Modern people often use ideas about the Celts to create aspects of identity, religion, etc. Using a
specific example, consider how accurate the understanding of the Celts is. Is it based on archaeology,
history, or what? Does it matter if it isn’t accurate?

These are only some examples. If you can come up with something else in the same spirit, run it past me
and we’ll see if it works.
You should be analyzing something specific for this paper, not discussing generalities. You should also
be incorporating specific archaeological knowledge into your discussion. Archaeology is about the use
of material evidence to interpret the past, and this should be reflected in your paper. You should not be
focusing on evidence from history (i.e. documents) or physical anthropology (e.g. skeletal remains) for
this paper, though they may be a part of it. I also expect you to present original thoughts, and not just
simply re-hash class notes—those are my thoughts, not yours!
The paper should be no shorter than five pages, and no longer than ten. And please remember—I was
a student once! I know all about large typefaces and large margins. Please give me some credit for
intelligence and use a reasonable font and margin size.
While this is a short paper, I do expect you to take it seriously. I will be paying attention to things
like typos, grammar, and suchlike, so read it over before you turn it in! An A paper will not look like
something you spit out last night after midnight and clearly haven’t read over since. You may write in
first person if you wish.
You will have to use a small number of sources for this paper, so please provide references so that I can
look them up if necessary. You may use whatever format you wish for citations (in the text or footnotes),
as long as it’s consistent. Remember, the rule is that anything that isn’t either common knowledge or
your own idea must be referenced. Plagiarism is an ugly thing, but I will invoke it if necessary.

There is a host of printed sources at your disposal, but internet sources are also acceptable as long as they
are legitimate websites. If you are uncertain about what constitutes “legitimate” in the academic cyber
world, send me the URL and I’ll let you know. Just be aware that a lot of, well, crap has been written
about the Celts. So use your critical thinking abilities to evaluate any source that you use. Just because
someone wrote it down doesn’t mean it’s accurate!
If you want to discuss any details about this paper with me, please come to my office hours. Also, I
would be happy to read a draft version of your paper, and make comments on it before you turn the final
version in. Drafts may be emailed to me. If you want to write a draft, please give it to me no later
than ten days before the paper is due.
The final paper is due April 16, in class.

