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Education

Ph.D. 2007, Anthropology, Rutgers University (with Certificate in Quaternary Studies)
M.A. 2002, Anthropology, Rutgers University
B.A. 1997, Evolutionary Studies, Bryn Mawr College magna cum laude

Professional Appointments

2008-present  Research Scientist and Museum Educator, Human Origins Program, Smithsonian

Institution
2008-present  Associate Research Professor, George Washington University
2007-2008 Postdoctoral Fellow, Human Origins Program, Smithsonian Institution

2005-2006 Predoctoral Fellow, Human Origins Program, Smithsonian Institution
2002-2003 Fulbright-Hays Fellow, Kenya

1999-2004 National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellow, Rutgers University
1999-2004 Instructor, Koobi Fora Field School

1998-1999 Intern, Archaeology Division, National Museums of Kenya

1998 Curatorial Assistant, NAGPRA, University of Pennsylvania Museum

1997 Research Associate, Florisbad Quaternary Research Station, South Africa

1996 Volunteer, Mammal Prep Lab, Field Museum of Natural History

1995 Volunteer, Dinosaur Dig Exhibit, Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia

1994 NSF-REU Summer Intern in Evolutionary Biology, AMNH

1994 Volunteer, Live Animal Unit, Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia

Grants and Fellowships

2023 Leakey Foundation, Major Collaborator “A Taphonomy Reference Collection for the
National Museum of Kenya” $29,891 (submitted, under review)

2021 NMNH Small Grant, PI “Using taphonomy to investigate early dog domestication at

Predmosti I, Czech Republic” $7,500

2017-2019 Wenner-Gren Foundation, co-PI “Bones of Ol Pejeta: Neotaphonomic and Ecological
Survey (BONES)” $19,976

2017 Wenner-Gren Foundation, co-Pl The East African Association for Paleoanthropology
and Paleontology Sixth Biennial Conference” $20,000

2016-2021 National Science Foundation (Informal Science Education — Discovery Research K-12,
PI) “Learning Evolution through Human and Non-Human Case Studies” $1,082,245

2013-2017 John Templeton Foundation, co-PI “What Does It Mean To Be Human? Promoting a
national conversation on human evolution by touring the Smithsonian’s Hall of Human
Origins” (to support building a traveling exhibition on human evolution for U.S. public
libraries; 3-year project) $1,057,576

2013 Wenner-Gren Foundation (co-organizer, East African Association for Paleoanthropology
and Paleontology Conference) $14,990
2011-2015 National Science Foundation (Informal Science Education — Discovery Research K-12,

PI) “Teaching Evolution through Human Examples” $449,501
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2010

2010

2003

2003

2002

2002

2002

2001

2001

2001

2000

2000-2005
2000-2003
1999

1996-1997

National Geographic Committee for Research and Exploration, co-PI (Engare Sero) “In
the footprints of our ancestors: Investigations in the origin and preservation of a new
Homo sapiens trackway in northern Tanzania” $19,860

Smithsonian Institution, PI (Ol Pejeta Conservancy fauna) “Assessing Bias in Bone
Assemblages: Implications for Paleoenvironmental Reconstructions at African Hominin
Sites” $18,786

L. S. B. Leakey Foundation Research Grant (Dissertation Research) “Hominid Carnivory
at Koobi Fora and Olduvai Gorge: Evidence from Carnivore Bone Modification” $8,000
Wenner-Gren Foundation Dissertation Fieldwork Grant (Dissertation Research)
“Oldowan Hominid Carnivory: Bone Modification Studies at Koobi Fora and Olduvai
Gorge” $25,000

Fulbright-Hays Award, Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad “The Origins of
Human Prehistoric Culture and Carnivory in East Africa” $19,325

Student Grant, Center for Human Evolutionary Studies, Rutgers University (Pre-
Dissertation Research)

“Carnivoran Bone Modification: Preliminary Analysis of OLAPP Zooarchaeological
Collections from Olduvai Gorge” $500

Commonwealth Africa Scholarship Fund, Bryn Mawr College (Pre-Dissertation
Research) “Investigating Prehistoric Human-Carnivore Interaction” $9,340

Dienje Kenyon Fellowship, Society for American Archaeology (Pre-Dissertation
Research) “Investigating Early Hominid Carnivory Through Bone Modification
Studies”$500

Graduate Research Grant, Center for African Studies, Rutgers University
(Pre-Dissertation Research) “Actualistic Study of Carnivore Bone Modification:
Preliminary Research Study” $800

Student Grant, Center for Human Evolutionary Studies, Rutgers University (Pre-
Dissertation Research) “Investigating Early Hominid Carnivory: Tooth Mark
Morphology of Modern Carnivores” $500

National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship (Tuition & Stipend)

Bigel Fellowships, Rutgers University (Pre-Dissertation Research) 8 x $500 each
Excellence Graduate Fellowship, Rutgers University (Tuition & Stipend)

Marshall Fellowship, Bryn Mawr College (1996 Field School, Senior Thesis Research)
$9,360

Honors and Awards

2022
2021
2021-2022
2021
2021

2020
2013
2011
2010
2007
2004
2000

Science Achievement Award, Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History
Peer Recognition Award, Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History
Smithsonian Palmer Leadership Development Program Participant

Friend of Darwin Award, National Center for Science Education

Communication & Outreach Award, American Association of Physical Anthropology
and Leakey Foundation

Peer Recognition Award, Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History
Science Achievement Award, Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History
Outreach Achievement Award, Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History
Peer Recognition Award, Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History
Primate Interest Group Student Paper Prize, American Association of Physical Anthro.
SAA Student Paper Prize, Society for American Archaeology

Ruth First Graduate Research Prize, Center for African Studies, Rutgers



Teaching Experience

2019
2018
2016
2015
2005
2002-2004
2001
2001
1998-2000
1998
1998
1997
1996

Instructor, George Washington University, Science Communication
Instructor, George Washington University, Faunal Analysis

Instructor, George Washington University, Faunal Analysis

Instructor, George Washington University, Faunal Analysis

Co-adjunct Faculty, Rutgers University, Pleistocene Hominid Adaptations
Field Director, Koobi Fora Paleoanthropology Field School, Kenya
Instructor, Koobi Fora Paleoanthropology Field School, Kenya

Teaching Assistant, Rutgers University, Faunal Analysis

Teaching Assistant, Koobi Fora Paleoanthropology Field School, Kenya
Teaching Assistant, Bryn Mawr College, Historical Geology

Teaching Assistant, Bryn Mawr College, Primate Evolution and Behavior
Teaching Assistant, Bryn Mawr College, Human Biology

Teaching Assistant, Bryn Mawr College, Introduction to Physical Anthropology &
Archaeology

Research Projects

2019-present
2015-present
2010-present
2006
2005-present
2004
2003-2004
2003-present
2002-2003
2001
1999-2001
1999
1998-2004
1997

1997

1996

1994

Faunal analysis of bone assemblages from Oltet River Valley, Romania
Faunal analysis of bone assemblage from Friesenhahn Cave, Texas
Excavation and data analysis at Engare Sero footprints site, Tanzania
Excavation at Jigar, Java, Indonesia

Excavation and faunal analysis at Olorgesailie, Kenya

Taphonomic and faunal analyses of bone assemblage from Jigar, Indonesia
Taphonomic survey of the modern Amboseli fauna, Kenya

Taphonomic survey of the modern Ol Pejeta Conservancy fauna, Kenya
Collection of modern carnivore prey remains, Ol Pejeta Conservancy, Kenya
Survey in KBS and Upper Burgi Members, Koobi Fora, Kenya
Excavation at Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania

Excavation of the “man-eater’s den”, Tsavo National Park, Kenya
Excavation and survey with Koobi Fora Field School, Koobi Fora, Kenya
Survey of mid-Pleistocene open-air sites, Free State, South Africa
Excavation at Mtwapa Creek, an Iron Age Swahili site, Kenya

Field School in Human Origins, Univ. of the Witwatersrand, South Africa
Invertebrate surface collection with AMNH, north-midwestern US
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42. Pansani, T.R., Pobiner, B., Gueriau, P., Thoury, M., Tafforeau, P., Baranger, E., Vialou, A.V., Vialou,
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41. Pobiner, B., Pante, M., Keevil, T. 2023. Early Pleistocene cut marked hominin fossil from Koobi Fora,
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variation. In Larsen, C.S. Ed. Companion to Biological Anthropology, Second Edition. Wiley-
Blackwell, pp. 603-621. https://doi.org/10.1002/9781119828075.ch36

38. Croitor, R., Robinson, C., Curran, S., Terhune, C., Dragusin, V., Pobiner, B., Popescu, A., Petculescu,
A. 2023. Early Pleistocene Ruminants (Artiodactyla, Mammalia) from the Dacian Basin (South
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37. Fleming, A., Pobiner, B., Maynor, S., Webster, D., Pyenson, N. 2022. New Holocene gray whale
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National Academy of Sciences. 119(5): e2115540119. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2115540119

34. Pobiner, B. 2022. Lunch break science: digestible human origins videos by the Leakey Foundation
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